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PRESS RELEASEé 
10 Warren County School Districts to Pilot ODHõs Test & Stay Program 

 

The superintendents of public-school districts in Warren County extend our thanks to the Warren 
County Commissioners for their willingness to provide funding for the employment of school nurses.  
Commission President Dave Young and his fellow Commissioners Tom Grossmann and Shannon 
Jones support the pilot project that will reduce quarantines of healthy students in Warren County 
schools. 

 
 

Students who are exposed to COVID 19 but who do not have any symptoms of illness will not be 
required to quarantine if they have a negative test at day 3 and again between days 5 to 7.  This 
adds a significant amount of new work to school nurses, and they cannot be successful without 
additional assistance.  The Warren County Commissioners have allocated federal dollars the County 
received for COVID relief to allow the Warren County Educational Service Center to employ these 
nurses on behalf of the school districts. 
 
The Ohio Department of Health is piloting a Test & Stay program in 10 Warren County districts that 
will begin the week of September 27. Test & Stay is a testing initiative for asymptomatic close 
contacts of students with confirmed COVID-19. This testing program will allow asymptomatic close 
contacts to remain in school if they receive an individual rapid antigen test (BinaxNOW) two times 
during their quarantine period and test negative, as well as wear a face mask while inside their 
school.  
 
Participating districts include Carlisle Local Schools, Clinton-Massie Local Schools, Franklin City 
Schools, Kings Local Schools, Lebanon City Schools, Little Miami Local Schools, Mason City 
Schools, Monroe Local Schools, Springboro Community Schools, Wayne Local Schools, the Warren 
County Career Center and Warren County Educational Service Center.  
 
ñWe appreciate having another option that families can choose if their child needs to quarantine due to close contact exposure at school. 
As we all learn to live with COVID-19, we knew as school districts that we needed a more strategic approach to quarantine.  Keeping 
healthy kids at school and sending sick kids home to get better is better for everyone,ò said Jonathan Cooper, Mason City Schools 
Superintendent.  
 

 

Tom Isaacs, Superintendent 

1879 Deerfield Road, Lebanon OH 45036 September 2021     www.warrencountyesc.com 
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ODH is providing the participating districts with Abbot BinaxNow Rapid Antigen Professional Test kits and Abbott BinaxNOW At-Home 
Test kits. School districts may administer professional tests at school to identified close contact students. Additionally, families may opt 
to test their child at home, and then utilize a telehealth session to oversee test administration and result reporting. All families using the 
at home test kit should follow the Ohio Department of Health User Guide: Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card Home Test Kit ð User 
Guide. 
 
Currently, the pilot only applies to students who are close contacts due to exposure at school, not through a community exposure or 
school-sponsored activity exposure. Families whose student has been identified as a close contact will have the option to participate in 
the pilot to stay in school, or they may quarantine for 10 days at home, or return to school on day 8 with proof of a negative test on day 
5, 6, or 7. Students who are wearing a face mask or are vaccinated do not need to quarantine. 
 
Warren County is partnering with the school districts and county commissioners approved using federal COVID-19 funds to provide a 
nurse for each district to help with testing and pilot implementation. 
 
ñWe believe in the power of partnership in Warren County. Our school districts saw a problem and wanted to be part of the solution. We 
appreciate the Governor and Dr. Vanderhoof and their teamsô work to create this Test & Stay pilot. We are also grateful to the County 
Commissioners for their quick decision to use their federal funds to help us keep our schools open with this pilot,ò said Tom Isaacs, 
Superintendent Warren County ESC. 
 
 

 
Tom Isaacs welcomes school district leaders and school nurses to finalize plans for the Test & Stay Pilot Program 

 

    
 Dustin Ratliff, WC Department of Health and Warren County Commissioner 
 Mason Superintendent Jonathan Cooper David Young addresses the group 
 explain the testing kits and process for the pilot  

 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/vaccine/ohio-binaxnow-home-user-guide.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/vaccine/ohio-binaxnow-home-user-guide.pdf


 3 

É PRESCHOOL SPECIAL NEEDS É 
Kara Dirksing, M.Ed, OTR/L 
Special Education Director 

 

On August 20, 2021, John Deardorff, SLP at Franklin City Schools presented an "Introduction to the Developmental Playscale" by Carol 
Wesby to the Hampton Bennett Preschool staff.  The preschool staff discussed the different levels of play and how they related to 
students in their classroom last year. Toys were shared that would assist students in developing a wider range of play skills. 
 

        
 

 
 
The preschool department is happy to welcome Erica Meyer, who will be working as an Itinerant 
Intervention Specialist for both Franklin City and Wayne Local School Districtsô preschools this school 
year.  Erica is a recent graduate of Bowling Green State University and has moved to our area from 
Antwerp, Ohio.  She is excited to begin her career with and support the early learning education programs 
of both districts! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
É NURSING SERVICES DEPARTMENT É 

Terri Elam, RN, LSN, Supervisor 
Jill Buffenbarger, RN, Supervisor 

 
WCESC Nurses work in a variety of settings in many districts and WCESC program buildings providing school nursing services in 
clinics, classrooms, and 1:1 student patient care.  
 
One on One Care Nursing 
WCESC employs 22 staff nurses who provide 1:1 care to students with complicated chronic health care needs throughout the school 
day. These nurses meet the student at their home, get report from the family or the studentôs at-home nurse in the morning, ride the bus 
to and from school with the student and spend the day with the student while continuously monitoring their condition and meeting their 
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health care needs while at school. Meet just a few of our new and returning WCESC Nursing Staff working one on one with 
students at school and hear what parents have to say. 
 

 

Lebanon High School student, Christopher M., 
started the school year with new to WCESC 
staff nurse, LeeAnne DeVivo. 
 
His mother writes, òI love Christopher's new 
nurse! You picked a good one.ó 
 

 

 
Kings student, Isaiah, is all smiles at school with his 
WCESC nurse, Michelle Clark.  
 
His mother posted this photo and told WCESC nursing 
supervisor, òYou canõt believe he was crying this 
morning. Thanks for finding Isaiah a great nurse! 
Michelle is awesome, Isaiah is so lucky.ó 
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Kings High School Homecoming 2021 
 
Kings High School student Jarret Q. attended  
homecoming this year with Nursing Supervisor, Jill 
Buffenbarger RN, by his side. 
 
Looking Great! 
 

 
These dedicated 1:1 nurses can be found in these schools: 
 

¶ Indian Hill ï 3 nurses/students; currently searching for 1 additional nurse for a student 

¶ Kettering  

¶ Kings Local Schools ï 5 nurses/students 

¶ Lakota Local Schools ï 4 nurses/5 students 

¶ Lebanon City Schools  

¶ Mariemont City Schools 

¶ Mason City Schools 

¶ Miamisburg City Schools 

¶ Miami Trace Local School District 

¶ Springboro Community City Schools ï 3 nurses/students, 1 trained paraprofessional with 1 student 

¶ WCESC Western Row School, Multiple Disabilities Program  
 
School Clinic Nursing 
School clinic nurses are either a Licensed School Nurse (LSN) or are directed or supervised by a LSN to provide care for students in 
their building. Some of the tasks of the clinic nurse includes providing first aid, coordinating care of students with chronic or acute health 
conditions, administering medications, performing procedures, training staff how to recognize and respond to common health-related 
emergencies, providing vision and hearing screenings, educating families, immunization surveillance, and collecting data for required 
reports submitted to the Ohio Department of Health.  
 
In addition to the already busy daily schedule in our clinics, these nurses are also managing student COVID19 illness, isolation, 
quarantine, and family education. Even with the added responsibilities of managing COVID19 guidelines our nursing staff is doing a 
spectacular job and continue to provide excellent service. 
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Meet our New and Returning Clinic Nurses: 
 

  
Laura DeVage RN 
Kings High School 

David Schassere RN 
Kings Preschool 

  
Kristy Swisher RN LSN 
WCESC - Western Row 

Jackie Pittenger RN 
WCESC ï Multiple Disabilities 

 
 

Maria Heyob RN 
Warren County Learning Center 

St. Mary Campus 

Lora Torrance LPN 
Warren County Learning Center 

Laura Farrell Campus 
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Susan Alaimo RN LSN 

Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary School 
Holly McNutt RN 

Middletown Christian School 

  
Amy Hidy LPN 

Wellness Center ï Deerfield Campus 
Terri Elam RN LSN 

WCESC Programs and Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
WCESC clinic nurses can be found in these schools and programs: 

¶ Kings High School 

¶ Kings Preschool 

¶ Middletown Christian School 

¶ Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary School 

¶ WCESC Warren County Learning Center, Laura Farrell Campus 

¶ WCESC Warren County Learning Center, St. Mary Campus 

¶ WCESC Western Row School, Social Communication Classroom and Project Warren County Programs 

¶ WCESC Western Row School, Multiple Disabilities Program 

¶ WCESC Wellness Center, Deerfield Campus  

¶ Substitutes provided to relieve district nursesô time off throughout Warren County. 
 
School Nursing services are provided to these WCESC educational programs by the nursing supervisor: 

¶ WCESC Transition Living Classroom Program 

¶ WCESC John Lazares Alternative School 

¶ WCESC Phoenix Academy 
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¶ WCESC Social Communication Classrooms in Springboro and Lebanon Junior Schools 

¶ Special Needs Preschool, Waynesville 
 

 
Nursing Opening Day Meeting August 2, 2021 ï The nursing department held multiple opening day meetings in 

4 groups over the first 2 weeks of August to prepare the staff for their roles this year. 

 
The clinic nurses provided a variety of health-related trainings in August and Seprember. In the photo is Kristy Swisher RN, LSN training 
staff in her building how to recognize and respond to common school-age health - related emergnecies, how to give emergency rescue 
medications if ever needed, as well as routine medication administration procedures during communitiy outings. 
 

ATTENTION STAFF:  Free Flu Shots for ALL employees, their spouses and their children! 
WCESC employees, their spouses and their children can visit any of the WCESC flu clinics as listed below. No appointment is 
necessary!  Schedule as follows: 

 
Wednesday, September 22nd   2:00pm-3:30pm 

¶ Western Row Campus ï 755 Western row Road, Mason 

¶ WCLC ï Laura Farrell Campus ï 513 Park Avenue, Franklin 

Tuesday, September 28th   2:00pm-4:00pm 

¶ WCESC Main Office ï 1879 Deerfield Road, Lebanon 

 


